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Case I: Teletransportation

In which cases do you fear the pain of the torture?

In which cases are You the person subject to the torture?

e —————



(¢) You will be subjected to an operation which produces total amnesia, and other
procedures will lead to certain changes in your character while at the same time
certain “memory” beliefs will be induced in you. Only this time, both the character
traits and “memory” impressions are designed to be appropriate of Bill Clinton.

(d) The same as (c), only this time the result of (¢) is produced by transferring
information (beliefs, character, dispositions, “memories,” etc.) into you directly from
Bill Clinton’s brain by a procedure that leaves Clinton’s brain the same as it was

before.

(e) The same thing happens to you as in (d), only this time Bill Clinton’s brain does not
remain the same. All the information from your brain will be transferred into Bill

Clinton’s brain.

Reading Questions
Derek Parfit, “Later Selves and Moral Principles:

1. What is the difference between the Simple View and the Complex‘ View?

2. Parfit thinks that the Complex view both weakens some moral principles and also might
change some principles’ scope? Using each of the three subjects (or kinds of principles) that he
considers, can you explain why this is s0? Consider both the case where the psychological
connections are strong and where they are weak. On each case, for each of the three principles,
what is the result: weakening and/or change in scope, and why?

3. How does the Complex View relate to utilitarianism, for Parfit?
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